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Dr. Alex Vernon 10 Fausett Hall, 2nd floor 

office hours:  MWF 1:00 - 3:00;  Th 2:30-3:30; by appt. office:  x1258 

email:            vernon@ hendrix.edu home:  501-603-9670 

web site:       http://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/course-descriptions no calls after 8:00pm 

 

 

In the United States there is more space where nobody is than where 

anybody is. This is what makes America what it is. 

—Gertrude Stein, The Geographical History of America (1936) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Henry Beard, The Circus Announcement (1866) 

 

mailto:vernon@mercury.hendrix.edu
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1 Wed, 22 Aug Course Introduction 

2 Fri, 24 Aug          The Bible, Book of Genesis, Chapters 1-3 [any Bible version] 

 Annette Kolodny, “Unearthing Herstory” 

   

3 Mon, 27 Aug       William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness” 

Tues, 7:00, Mills C film screening: Nosferatu 

4 Wed, 29 Aug     F.W. Murnau, Nosferatu (Kino HD remastered)  

5 Fri, 31 Aug         H.G. Wells, The Island of Dr. Moreau, Wells/Prendrick “Intro” thru 

Chpt. XIII (pp.5-69). Not the intro with Roman numeral pagination! 

 assign first essay 

   

 Mon, 3 Sep      Labor Day –no class 

6 Wed, 5 Sep       The Island of Dr. Moreau, Chpt. XIV to end (pp.70-131) 

7 Fri, 7 Sep         AV away; writing day 

   

8 Mon, 10 Sep writing workshop, Essay #1“Writing for Dr. V.” 

9 Wed, 12 Sep required individual conferences [Tues-Fri – Doodle scheduler] 

10 Fri, 14 Sep Charles Darwin excerpts 

   

11 Mon, 17 Sep  Essay # 1 due 

 In-class reading: Annie Dillard, “Living Like Weasels” 

12 Wed, 19 Sep Henry David Thoreau, “Walking” 

13 Fri, 21 Sep Edgar Rice Burroughs, Tarzan of the Apes, Chptrs I-XI  (pp.5-87) 

   

14 Mon, 24 Sep     Tarzan, Chpts XII - XX  (pp.88-170) 

15 Wed, 26 Sep Tarzan, Chpt XXI - end (pp.171-241) 

16 Fri, 28 Sep  John Berger, “Why Look at Animals?” 

 Simon Critchley, “Is Humour Human?” 

   

Sun, 7:00, Mills C Film screening: Grizzly Man 

18 Mon, 1 Oct Werner Herzog, Grizzly Man  

19 Wed, 3 Oct Susan Griffin, “Matter” 

20 Fri, 5 Oct      assign second essay  

Margaret Atwood, Surfacing Part I 

   

21 Mon, 8 Oct Surfacing Part II 

22 Wed, 10 Oct Surfacing Part III 

 Fri, 12 Oct Fall Break – no class 

   

23 Mon, 15 Oct Marian Engel, Bear 1-12 (1-59) 

24 Wed, 17 Oct Bear 13-end (60-122) 

25 Fri, 19 Oct writing day/optional conferences 

 

https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7p3ct5hcks
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/how-to-write-for-dr-v
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
http://artsites.ucsc.edu/faculty/gustafson/FILM%20161.F08/readings/berger.animals%202.pdf
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
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26 Mon, 22 Oct writing workshop, Essay #2 

27 Wed, 24 Oct   required individual conferences [Tues-Fri – Doodle scheduler] 

28 Fri, 26 Oct    John Berger, “Ape Theatre” 

 Sy Montgomery, “Deep Intellect” 

   

29 Mon, 29 Oct   Essay #2 due  

 In-class reading: Cather, “Nebraska: The End of the First Cycle” 

30 Wed, 31 Oct      Willa Cather, My Antonia, Intro and Book I 

31 Fri, 2 Nov My Antonia, Book II 

   

32 Mon, 5 Nov My Antonia, Books III, IV, V, & “Original Introduction” (p.230) 

Tues, 7:30, Reeves “An Evening with Murphy Visiting Writer Sy Montgomery” [optional] 

33 Wed, 7 Nov Tillie Olsen, Yonnondio, chpts. 1-5 

34 Fri, 9 Nov Olsen, Yonnondio, to end (plus fragments) 

   

35 Mon, 12 Nov Don DeLillo, White Noise, chpts. 1-16 

36 Wed, 14 Nov White Noise, chpts. 17-21 

37 Fri, 16 Nov White Noise, chpts. 22-33 

   

38 Mon, 19 Nov White Noise, chpts 34-end  

 Wed, 21 Nov Thanksgiving Break 

 Fri, 23 Nov Thanksgiving Break 

   

Sun, 7:00, Mills C film screening: Beasts of the Southern Wild 

39 Mon, 26 Nov Beasts of the Southern Wild 

Tues, 7:00, Mills A film screening: Ex Machina 

40 Wed, 28 Nov Ex Machina 

41 Fri, 30 Nov  writing day/optional conferences  

 Resubmission due,  Essay#1 OR #2 (include originally graded essay) 

   

42 Mon, 3 Dec writing workshop, Essay #3 

 Tue, 4 Dec Reading Day 

 Fri, 7 Dec 

9:30-11:00 

 Essay # 3 due (hard and e-copies) 

 in-class online course evaluation 

   

 

 

 

https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
https://orionmagazine.org/article/deep-intellect/
https://culturesoftheamericasblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/cather-nebraska-end-of-the-first-cycle.pdf
https://alex-vernon.squarespace.com/supplemental
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Course Description 
 

The purposes of this course are: (1) to use literary expression to explore America’s 

complicated relationship with the land it inhabits, (2) to introduce you to the reading and 

interpretation of literature at the college level, and (3) to refine your writing skills for collegiate 

work. We will study novels, essays, and films that explore how we have imagined the natural 

world and our relationship to it, and thus human nature as well.  

Because this course also aims to introduce you to the reading and interpretation of 

literature in a more general way, discussion will not always directly concern depictions of the 

environment and visions of the natural world. We will look at narrative technique, structure, 

literary inheritances, and economic, gender, and racial issues, etc. (all of which, it should be 

noted, bear on an individual text’s portrayal of its environment).   

To gain as much from this course as possible, we will actively engage the course content. 

While some lectures by the professor will occur, student interaction—with the stories, with 

classmates, with the instructor, with your own imaginations and critical eye—will constitute the 

primary course activity. For class, you might work with a small group, bring a prepared 

comment, to do some in-class writing; etc. Outside class, you will write one response paper and 

three formal essays. My role is to foster your talents and to help you succeed. We will have 

workshops over the semester focused on your writing. The goals here are to create another way 

to learn from one another and to provide additional feedback and coaching on your written work.  

 

W1 Learning Goals 

 To draw on, engage, and cite the ideas of source texts to lend clarity, insight, and 

rhetorical force to one’s own writing. 

 To generate insight into source texts and the world in which they circulate; to convey 

significant ideas in writing. 

 To write with organizational purpose, reflecting a coherent and meaningful order, both at 

the paragraph level and in the essay as a whole. 

 To write effective prose in keeping with standard English patterns of grammar, usage, 

punctuation, sentence structure, and style. 

 To develop an understanding of how a process of preliminary writing, drafting, and 

revision can improve an essay’s ideas and shape as well as the writer’s control over 

written language and prose style.  

 

Texts:  The course trajectory is roughly chronological as well as thematic:  
 

Roots, Fears, & Dominion 

select essays (nonfiction)  

 F. W. Murnau, Nosferatu (1922) 

H.G. Wells, The Island of Dr. Moreau (1896) 

 

Building Human Environments 

select essays (nonfiction)  

Willa Cather, My Antonia (1918) 

Tillie Olson, Yonnondio (1974)  

Don DeLillo, White Noise (1985) 

 Benh Zeitlen, Beasts of the Southern 

Wild (2012) 

 Alex Garland, Ex Machina (2015) 
 

Humans, Animals, Wildness, & Gender 

select essays (nonfiction)

Edgar Rice Burroughs, Tarzan of the Apes (1912) 

 Warner Herzog, Grizzly Man (2005) 

Margaret Atwood, Surfacing (1973) 

Marian Engel, Bear (1976) 



ENGL/EVST 275 – Literature and the Environment 
Fall 2018, Hendrix College 

 

 5 

 
Requirements 


Class Participation (10%):  The class participation grade will reflect your active participation 

in class activities, assessed subjectively, including attendance and timeliness. Every day 

we have an assigned reading or viewing, come to class with an answer to the spirit of this 

question: “What about this text are you interested in talking about? What are you most 

curious about?” In other words, we are looking for a genuine, open-ended question.  
 

Quizzes (10%): The goal of reading quizzing is (1) to reward you for doing the work 

absolutely necessarily for the course; (2) to assess the engagement of students who do not 

participate actively in class discussion; and (3) to foster class discussion by ensuring 

everyone has the raw material at their command. Quizzes will be random, unannounced, 

and short. They will cover basic facts only—not interpretation. I will drop your lowest 

graded quiz from your final total quiz score (this includes zeros for quizzes missed for 

absences). 
 

Three Essays (20% each): Assignments for the essays will be distributed during class. As this 

course fulfills the college’s W1 writing requirement and as I am committed to your 

success, we will spend time discussing writing in class, looking at drafts, and conferring 

in individual conferences. I am happy to work with you on your grammar and style, and 

you should expect that it will be graded, though we will not have time to work on these 

skills during class. Draft early! Revise often! Seek feedback! Submit a hard copy and an 

email copy. 
 

Located in the west/left wing of Bailey Library, the Writing Center is an excellent, free 

resource. Peer tutors can assist in organizing, revising, and editing assignments at any 

stage of the process. The Center is open Monday through Thursday from 1:00 - 5:00 pm 

and 6:00 - 10:00 pm, and on Sunday from 6:00 - 10:00 pm. Make appointments online 

at https://www.hendrix.edu/writingcenter/contactus/ or by reaching Felipe Pruneda 

Senties, Director, at pruneda@hendrix.edu or 505-1560. Drop-ins are welcome. 

 

Essay drafts (5% each): A full draft of each of the three essays is due for the workshop day for 

that essay. Graded on completion and effort. For the workshop, bring two hard copies and 

email Vernon a copy. 

 

Response Paper (5%): At some point in the semester, attend an event related to our course 

material, such as the evening with Murphy Visiting Writer Sy Montgomery, or a newly 

released film. Write a 3-4 page response to a specific aspect of the event. In other words, 

you are not providing a review of the event, but selecting some specific idea from it and 

reflecting upon that idea, that moment. 

https://www.hendrix.edu/writingcenter/contactus/
mailto:pruneda@hendrix.edu
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Other Policies 


The syllabus is subject to revision as the course progresses. 


Email: Email will be used to contact the entire class for communicating changes to the 

syllabus and other matters. Check your Hendrix account daily. 


Drinks are permitted in class, but no food. No hats except for religious or medical reasons. 


Learning Disabilities: Any student who needs accommodation in relation to a recognized 

disability should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  In order to receive 

accommodations, students with disabilities are required to contact Julie Brown in 

Academic Support Services at 501-505-2954. 
 

The failure to complete any course requirement may result in a failure of the course. 
 

Academic Dishonesty: Intellectual dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the academic integrity 

statement and policy in the student handbook. Frequently, failure to document and 

attribute secondary sources adequately is not a deliberate attempt to pass another’s ideas 

and words off as one’s own, but rather a misunderstanding of how to give that other 

person sufficient credit properly. Please consult with me on any documentation question 

so we can avoid problems. 


Late essays: If you have extenuating circumstances, you must consult me at least one week 

prior to the due date (except in the case of actual emergencies). Otherwise, you will lose 

five points for every day it is late, starting from when class begins on the due date. 
 

Essay Format: All submitted essays must follow the MLA style for format, documentation, 

and bibliography. Specifically: 
 

 MLA format: 12 point font, Times New Roman or Garamond (with serifs). 1” margins 

all around (watch out for 1.5” left margin default). No extra space between paragraphs 

(watch out for default); section breaks are fine. No cover sheet. No folders. Staple pages 

(not my job). Last name and page numbers in the upper right corner of each page except 

the first. All papers must have a productive title and a “Works Cited” section. Epigraphs 

beneath the title are welcome. Footnotes or endnotes are permitted. 
 

 Exceptions to MLA format: Single-space the name/course/date/professor information 

on the first page. 1.5-space block/indented quotations; indent .5 on each side. If you have 

room, add your entire “Works Cited” section at the bottom of your last page.  
 

 MLA documentation: MLA calls for parenthetical documentation, not footnotes or 

endnotes. Consult any recent English handbook, the MLA Handbook in the library, or the 

online guide linked via the English Department’s website. Rule of thumb: Given the 

context of the surrounding passage and the bibliography listing, include the absolute 

minimum amount of information necessary within the parentheses. 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/

